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DIWALI 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.09 am]: I am pleased 
to inform the house that one of Western Australia’s most exciting and colourful annual community festivals is 
about to begin. Diwali, or Deepavali, a festival of lights, will be celebrated in Western Australia and around the world 
wherever there is a significant Indian community. The event is a highlight on Western Australia’s cultural calendar, 
attracting increasingly large crowds who are keen to celebrate this auspicious time of the year with family and friends. 
With its fireworks, spectacular cultural entertainment, delicious food stalls and cheerful family atmosphere, Diwali 
is enjoyed by the Western Australian Indian community as well as members of the wider community. With its joyful 
messages of compassion, selflessness, harmony and acceptance, Diwali is a festival that resonates strongly in our 
successful multicultural society. The festival this year begins on Thursday, 4 November, with major community 
celebrations across the state. 
The McGowan government is proud to have funded several large celebrations across the state this year, including the 
Diwali Mela 2021, Festival of India, organised by the Indian Society of Western Australia, at Claremont Showgrounds 
on Saturday, 6 November and Sunday, 7 November, which has received grants totalling $100 000 through the 
Office of Multicultural Interests and Lotterywest; the Festival of Lights 2021 in Geraldton, organised by the 
Midwest Multicultural Association, on Saturday, 6 November, which was funded $5 000 through the Office of 
Multicultural Interests; and the Bunbury Diwali Festival of Lights 2021, organised by the South West Indian Group, 
on Saturday, 13 November, which was funded $5 000 through the Office of Multicultural Interests. 
Apart from these major celebrations, many family, business and local community events will be celebrated all 
over Western Australia. As in previous years, members of Parliament will be able to celebrate Diwali and the 
Hindu New Year at a special event at Parliament House on Tuesday, 16 November, organised by the worldwide 
Indian community association BAPS. Western Australia is fortunate to be home to a large and thriving Indian 
community, as well as a considerable number of visiting students, tourists and businesspeople from India. I thank 
Western Australia’s Indian community for bringing this fantastic celebration to this state—a festival that more and 
more people look forward to each year. I wish all Western Australians from Indian backgrounds, and everyone 
celebrating Diwali, happiness, peace and prosperity. 
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